Chairman Perone, Chairman LeBeau, Members of the Commerce Committee, for the
record my name is Raymond Churchill from Griswold. [ am the president of the Eastern Ct.
Performing Arts Association and I am here to testify is support of SB 141, AN ACT
AUTHORIZING BONDS OF THE STATE FOR THE EASTERN CONNECTICUT
PERFORMING ARTS ASSOCIATION. This bill would authorize up to $500,000 for the
ECPAA for the renovation and remodeling of a performing arts center to promote the performing
arts, theater education, economic development and tourism. Good Morning and thank you for
the invitation to speak in front of you today.

To quote a portion of our mission statement, “The Eastern Connecticut Performing Arts
Center will provide exposure to the arts at an affordable price for the region’s residents and
nurture a collaborative community of artists through education programs that promote life-long
learning to the community.”

The ECPAA is going to be a corner stone in the effort to bring back a pulse to the eastern
part of our great state. Our towns are filled with wonderful people who crave the same artistic,
educational, social and economic benefits that are enjoyed by many residents of the more
affluent and urban towns. 1 truly believe that the addition of a performing arts and arts education
center will revitalize our economically downtrodden communities. We call Jewett City home
and expect to plant our roots right downtown on Main St.. From this central location we can
offer our services to all towns on the 1395 corridor, Jewett City is currently listed as #171 of 180
towns in Connecticut, based on per-capita income and is worthy of your assistance.

Our goals and mission are not based on a "Pie in the Sky” dream. They are deeply
rooted in fact. We have used the Bradley Playhouse in the town of Putnam, as our model. Prior
to the re-opening of the Bradley, the downtown area of Putnam was very similar to what Jewett
City is now. Putnam’s town planner was recently quoted as saying that the Bradley Playhouse’s
re-opening has been kKey to Putnam’s growth into a tourist destination and economically stable

arca.

Since our inception in 2011, the board of directors and more than 400 members of the
ECPAA community have been busy fundraising and carrying out our mission. Our performing
arts classes have high enrollment rates. We have produced two major fundraising performances
stocked with local professional talent, augmented by more than 100 community members and
hosted by Connecticut celebrities, such as Joe D’Ambrosio, “The voice of the Huskies” and
Matthew Campbell from Channel 3. As a resull, we were invited by Governor Malloy to
perform and have a reception in our honor, at the governor’s mansion in January 2013,

I'm incredibly proud to be involved in the ECPAA. We have provided a wonderful service
to our community in our first 3 years. However, we have hit the proverbial financial ceiling. We
need to grow and can’t. | ask this committee to lift that ceiling and enable us to service many
deserving people. The model of how an active, performing arts center can affect a community
has been proven throughout the state. Theaters bring tourists. Tourists bring money. Money
builds towns, creates jobs and re-builds communities. Most of those theaters, however, don’t
also offer year round arts education classes. We do. This is why [ believe that we can truly
make a difference for our communities by attracting a steady flow people to Eastern Connecticut.
I thank you for your time today and your consideration on this biil.
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